
2012

VOTER
GUIDE

       
The Kenyon Collegian

SURE, the Presidential election is pretty important. Some are 
even calling it the most important vote for a commander in chief 
since 1789. But when you step into the voting booth, you’ll be faced 
with more than just one choice. Those casting a ballot in Gambier 
will vote on a total of 26 items ranging from a single-candidate 
race for sheriff to one of the most hotly contested U.S. Senate races 
in the country. Don’t make those choices without knowing who 
and what you’re voting for. Here, we present a primer on some of 
the most competitive and significant issues that will confront the 
people of Gambier on Tuesday.
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Redistricting Amendment

Constitutional Convention Question

Knox County Board of Health Levy

Knox County 9-1-1 Levy

Knox County Park District Levy

Mount Vernon City School District Levy

Josh Mandel (R) 
Mandel served in the Ohio House from 2007 to 2010 before 
becoming State Treasurer. While in the House, Mandel intro-
duced an initiative to compel Ohio’s pension funds to cut invest-
ment ties to companies that operated in Iran. He voted against 
bills to designate cockfighting a felony and prohibit discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation. He has received endorsements 
from several Republican senators including Ohio’s Rob Port-
man. He wants to repeal Obamacare. He supports approval of 
the Keystone oil pipeline and wants to expand coal production. 
He has said that the scientific consensus on global warming is 
“riddled with fraud” and opposes federal clean-air regulations. 
Mandel is a former Marine who served two tours in Iraq.

Bob Gibbs (R, Incumbent)
Gibbs founded and ran a livestock production farm 
called Hidden Hollow Farms. He also led the Ohio Farm 
Bureau Federation and served on the boards of the Ohio 
Cooperative Council and the Ohio Livestock Coalition. 
After serving in the Ohio House and Ohio Senate, he was 
elected to the U.S. House in 2010. He wants to cut back 
on federal regulations and curb the power of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. He opposes letting the 
Bush tax cuts expire at the end of this year for households 
earning more than $250,000. He wants to lower the top 
tax rates by 10 percentage points, to 25 percent.

Issue 2: This constitutional amendment would create a 12-person commission, with four members from each of the 
two major parties and four not affiliated with either, charged with creating and revising legislative and congressional 
districts. In short, this proposed amendment would take redistricting power away from the state legislature and give it 
to the commission in an effort to curb gerrymandering. It is designed to limit parties’ abilities to use the redistricting 
process to their advantage. It is opposed by a number of occupational organizations on the grounds that the commission 
would be unaccountable and unelected and thus less transparent and less democratic. The Cincinnati Enquirer opposes 
the amendment, as does the Cleveland Plain Dealer. It is supported by the Democratic Party of Ohio and opposed by 
the Republican Party of Ohio.

Issue 1: According to the Ohio Constitution, every 20 years, voters must be asked “shall there be a convention to revise, alter, 
or amend the constitution?” In every election since this question began appearing in 1932, the measure has never been ap-
proved. Because there is no specific reason to hold a constitutional convention, several newspapers have suggested voting “no” 
on Issue 1. The state Democratic and Republican parties have not taken a stance on this issue.

A replacement of an existing levy and the enactment of a new levy to constitute a tax for the purpose of providing immu-
nizations; home health services; child, adult and senior citizen services; control of communicable disease; dental health 
services; mosquito control; environmental health nuisance control and health education and promotion. The levy would 
be at a rate not exceeding $0.08 for each $100 of valuation, for five years, commencing in 2013 and first due in calendar 
year 2014.

A continuation of a 0.25% sales tax to help fund the operation of the 9-1-1 system for five years. 

A renewal of a tax for the purpose of developing and improving parks and bike trails and to operate, manage and promote said 
areas at a rate not exceeding $0.035 for each $100 of valuation, for five years, commencing in 2013 and first due in calendar 
year 2014. 

A levy for the purpose of providing for the emergency requirements of the school district in the sum of $2,500,000 an-
nually and a levy of taxes to be made outside the 10-mil limitation estimated by the county auditor to amount to $0.472 
for each $100 of valuation, for a period of five years, commencing in 2012 and first due in calendar year 2013. After five 
years, voters would have to vote to renew the levy rate or pass a new one. This marks the district’s third attempt since 
2010 to pass a new operating levy. The district has cut high school busing and other programs over the last few years due 
to lack of funding.

Joyce Healy-Abrams (D)
Healy-Abrams hails from Canton and is making her first run 
for public office. Healy-Abrams ran a small business for 10 
years and sold it in 2007. She wants to expand access to credit 
for small businesses. She supports much of Obamacare but 
says it is not designed to handle businesses with fewer than 
50 employees. To cut healthcare costs, she wants the federal 
government to be able to negotiate the cost of prescription 
drugs for Medicare recipients. She has worked with commu-
nity non-profit groups geared toward arts and education, and 
has spent time working on issues affecting women’s health 
and children with special needs.
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John Ryerson (D)
Ryerson is currently an attorney in private practice. 
Ryerson served on Gambier’s Village Council from 
1995-2001, and was its president from 1999-2001. He 
is a graduate of Kenyon, Northwestern University and 
the Ohio State University’s Moritz College of Law. 
Ryerson wants to make the district a center for energ y-
related businesses. He was defeated by Representative 
Ruhl in the 2010 general election. If elected, Ryerson 
says he will review the state budget line-by-line to de-
termine cuts before seeking to increase taxes on Ohio 
families.

Margaret Ann Ruhl (R, Incumbent)
Ruhl began her political career as auditor for the city 
of Mount Vernon from 1983-1995. In 1995, she was 
elected auditor of Knox County, serving until 2008. 
From 2008 to the present she has served 90 in the Ohio 
House. While in the House, Ruhl has focused on the is-
sues of creating jobs and improving transportation. She 
sponsored a bill in the House that made certain syn-
thetic cannabinoids Schedule I controlled substances. 
Ruhl has been endorsed by the Ohio Chamber of Com-
merce, Buckeye Firearms and the Ohio Manufacturers’ 
Association.

House of Representatives 

Thom Collier (R)
Collier has been self-employed in real estate manage-
ment for 28 years. Collier served on Mount Vernon’s 
City Council in 2000. He served as a State Represen-
tative from 2000-2008 and unsuccessfully ran for the 
Republican nomination for Ohio’s 19th State Senate 
District in 2010. Central issues of the Collier cam-
paign include improving transportation, protecting 
natural resources and ensuring fiscal responsibility. 
He is pro-life, pro-business and pro-second amend-
ment.

John Booth (D)
Booth served 36 years on the Mount Vernon City Coun-
cil, including 14 years as Council president. He retired 
from the Council in 2001. Booth lost bids for County 
Commissioner in 2006 and 2008. He serves as board 
chairman of Knox Area Transit and the Salvation Army of 
Knox County. If elected, his priorities would include pro-
tecting the water supply, improving county wastewater fa-
cilities and supporting township and village government. 
He told The Mount Vernon News, “we can’t print money, 
and we need to spend what we have wisely.”

Knox County Commissioner

Early Voting On Election Day
Mount Vernon Service Center
117 E. High Street, Room 251 

Mount Vernon, Ohio
Nov. 2 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Nov. 4 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Nov. 3, 5 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.     

Gambier Community Center
115 Meadow Lane 

Gambier, Ohio
Behind the KAC

Nov. 6 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Office Phone: (740) 427-2671

Barack Obama, President 
Joe Biden, Vice President 

Mitt Romney, President 
Paul Ryan, Vice President 

Sherrod Brown (D, Incumbent) 
Brown represented Ohio in the House from 1993 to 2007 
and has served in the Senate since then. Brown chairs the 
Senate Agriculture Committee’s Subcommittee on Hun-
ger, Nutrition and Family Farms and the Senate Bank-
ing Committee’s Subcommittee on Economic Policy. He 
supports same-sex marriage and voted to repeal Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell. In 2011, National Journal ranked him 
the fifth most liberal member of Congress.  He voted for 
the Obamacare and President Obama’s stimulus bill in 
2009. He has criticized free trade and praised labor activ-
ists as a source of significant middle-class growth. He co-
authored a bill to declare China a currency manipulator.

House of Representatives


